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The referenced despatch deseribed the estoblishment of an crgan-

have recentiy held two

Executive Dipector of the group, a

more precise information us to the

as well as its desires for US assistence.
!

The organization is called “Centro

(center of Social Action and studies). It has been Formed as a

de Lstudios ¥ Agcidn Social

lagal Foundution For tux purposes,to permit tax-exempt donations.

The i

wmediate directing body of the tecretoriot will be @ five-man

txecutive Beard: Hernan ECHAVALLTA,

Josd GONLZ Pinzon, Alberto SAIPLYL,

Gregorio UsSALUON and Andrés oLST.iiV.
will head, has not been completely forwed.

The secretarict, which Coprea
The overall supervising

body will be a twenty-man council.

This council has likewise nct

been

of the council members latep.

and Carres hos prowised to provide the nomes
These members will be representative

comp letely tormad,

of various fields of activity and will be resaonsible for securtng

such
Y pragui

vet no |abor representation

suppert and action from leadurs in that sector as may be
pod For specific objectives. dccording to Correa, there is as
in the organization nor student repre=

sentetion per se, although in both cases he feels the oprganization
will have access to these sectors.

| olanned is thoet the veatro will be somet:ing of ¢ coordinating ond

Broadly speaking the ventro’'s purpose is to combat communist

and extreme leftist infiltrction in all sensitive sectors. lhe
group has not defined specific gocls other than on an ad hoc or
project basis, its specific actions being related te the
of centaining and, where possible, eliminating Communist

Principal target groups will be students, labor und canesinosSe
general line of action which the organiz.tion will take will be
ideological rather then sociul action programs, that

is the group
will concentrate more on combating Communist idess, manauvers and

broad goal
infFluence.

ihe

influences rother then attempting to underteke proyrams to iuprove

intends to operate
" ilut i 5

social ond economic conditions. The ventro
behind the scenes and indirectly rather ticn openly.

slanning group which, having sicked or estoblished o project or
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limited objective, will scek the assistince and cooperation of the
nersons and fogilities hu:esaury to carry it out. It will use for
this purposc the influﬁncu ot its disposc! possessed by the pro-
minent persons assaciatied with it. The centro will, therclore, not
have a large program staff of its own but will rather work through
estaoblished circles and existing facilities.
1

Correa gave two eﬁamplas of how the group will operate. lhe
University sectors’s Associotion, he scid, recently had a problem
in that the head of thel ussociation, Joime vYUsAdA; wished to resign.
The person whe woul.d succeed him was felt te be a remarkably maleable
person who would be easy prey fer the leftists. vonscquently the
Cantro hoes begun to mobii lize influential persons to place pressure
on i'osado to remain, and they believe they hove been successful. a
second cuse involves the drafting of university reform low which,
in the fuorm projpused b. some circles would, vorrea said, leaves the
way open for easy infiltrction of higher education by Communists.
Ihe Centro has, thepefore, begun to scek the cooperation of virious
intercsts and influential persons to nodify the drafting of these
reqgulations.

Correa also described some ot.er projects, meationing that the
group was studying the university situotion carcfully becouse ol the
importance of thut sector. lhe Centro hoped to cospile a list of
things thot should be done, ond would consider such matters as pro-
vision of ejuipment, housing for poor students and similur actiens.
in other arces, Correa mentioned that the SYentro would hove access
to radiv facilitics in Tolimae and the “uindio which night be put to

good use.

In still another arce, Corree said thot the Centro was interested

in publicizing informotion such as that being released during the
current Inter-nmerican Vress Associotion meeting regarding vuba. |F
this information could be publicized in foerm oimed at both students
and ganpesino types it might be useful. the ventro would slso |ike
to link Castro, Communism and lopista elements together.

In response to a guestion, Loprea s. id that the Centro had no
estublished channels of cosnunication of its own with target groups
other than established focilities such as existing newspapers, ond
influence with existing orgonizsetions, such es Accidn Cultural. The
group does not plan to cstablish its own mess media cutlets because
it does not wish to compete with existing fecilities. Correa,
nevertheless, felt thot sufficient cooperstion would be obtained to
make propaagands distribution ond communication effective.
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Asked about the Centro’s relotions with the dovernment, Lorrea
said thet these were entirely tnformal and maintained through the
personal influence and friendsiips of such mambors of the Caentre o0S
Comez Vinzon, Lduardo Zuleta and Curlos .rango Velez. The aroup s
sluns have been Jiscussed with the President, end Correa felt that
there would be effective vovernment ac uiescence and even cooperation
where necessary. Corsres enphasized the scope of octivity open to
the oraanizction and the morshal ling of influence and resources
represented by members of the groune. os described, the Centro’s
operations are theoretically unlinited and can toke place in any
variety of Fields and in any number of wayse

Correa explained that various companies ond individuals wou id
contribute a financial quota to the Centre to Finance current
expenses, the anount of this quote und the expenses not yet having
been deterwined. In special cases where more fTinancing would be
necded, recourse would be had to the industries and businessecs
reprasented. Lorree stated thet he had spproached the American
companies to see about financial support ond felt thet something
would be worked out there.

In discussions with varrea, the facilities avaeilable through
UslS were explained as well as possible suggestions for use of
unattributed material, such &s mass Jistribution of books at low
cost. vorreo expressed great interest in the acquisition and
Jdistrisution of educational ond anti-Cormunist titles which might
be distributed to students and professional groups ot o fow price
and on o waws basis. He further expressed interest in the use of
Films, specifically educational films for gaupesipags, which could
be distributed by the lurge number of mobile film units owned by
savaeral of the lorge coumpanies represented in the ventro. lhis
would moke possible saturation disploys in key arcaes and anong key
turget groups. fle expressed interast in possible use of pumphlets
end other moterial and thought of possibly ebtaining specially
tailored onti-Communist materiale Further discussions will be held
with the centro group over possible use of available materials and
exploitation of Jistribution outlets which the Centro may be in a
pasition to provide.

In Jiscussions regarding activity anong students, the suggestion
wos mede thot the Centro consider financing visits of large numbers
of students to the United dtates or western Luropean countries.

Some specific suggestions regording whet such tours wight entail
and estimotes of cost were given t2 him.

Correa indicoted that the Centro’s greut need was for competent
orofessional guidonce and assistance in working cut o progran of
ideologicul actien within the group’s broad objectives. fThe group,
ha Scid, wos not coenctent to define a sloaned progeom wnd tendad,
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at the present, to reoct rather thun take the initiative. -hat they
had in wind were professionals,knowledygecbie in Communist toctics
and metheds ond skilled in countering them, «s well as persons
skilled in communicutions und psychological techniqyues,whe could
susist in the progrem. ing of action projects. He, therofore, raised
the yuestion of “technical assistonce”. lt wos pointed out to Dr.
Corrca that identificution of the ilnited stotes with the Jirzction
and operction of the Centre’s prograw would be countep-productive

to both the group and to the U position in Colombia. vorrea
seknowledged this, pointing out that the Centro itself would have

to be discreet in its own actions. lle sugyestod, however, that
technical assistance wight be available from private non=government
sources who are professionally corpetent, if they could be put into
contact with such sources.

As indicoted in the refereonced despatch this arganizction is en
inpressive collection of influential persons pepresenting & truly
significant swount of power ond influence. It, therefore, provides
a potentially eacellent mechanism to influence Colombians both
constructively and negetivaly against Communism. lhere are, on the
other hand, as was pointed out in the peferenced despateh, peotential
Jdangers from the staendpoint of U5 gooperation. is presaently con-
stituted, the wotivating forces in the ventro represent a comparatively
narrow ronge of vested interests which will have a difficult time
communicating with the target groups it wishes to influence. It is
also cleur, from the operctions described by Lorrea and suumcerized
above, thot the Centro will be deeply involved in internal and
controversial matters, such as university reform. Consequentiy
official US identification with the dircction and aeperations of this
prganizotion could be damaging te our interests ond our pesition
visea-vis the target groups.

Beoring these considerctions ia wina, the bmbassy conc ludes that
any cocoperction extended must be corefully considered and discreet.
It is felt that there ore some things wiiich can Teasibly be Jdong,
others in which the official U5 hand siwuld not &opear,and possibly
still others that cannot be hondled st all. Assistaunce in the pro-
vision of both white and grey asropagends appecrs to be the most
Feasible type of assistunce thot can be of fered, and the Lmbaossy
intends to exslere this Ffurthor to establish a Jiscreet liason eon
such motters. nssistunce in such matters as helping arrange for
student tours appcors to also be ¢ legitimate ond foesible project.

Jith reference to technical essistance in providing operautional
guidance and advice, it is the tmbassy’s considered opinion thet
this should not be extended as official S aid, and thot IS Govern-
ment personnel should not be involved, because of the dongers of
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being identified with delicute internal problems. As long as he
Centro intends te invelve itself in such situations (and it will
inevitably be involved in motters affectin; such established groups
ce Lopistus which could not be claossified o= strictly Conmunists]),
S assistance would be tarred with the sume brush of intervention
even if Ui personnel were not dircctly involved in thot speciflic
instaonce. GLonsejuently, it would seem that any such technical
assistence should be securced by the centro tfrom third and non-
vovernmental sources.

The Lmbassy recomnemds thot consideration of this whole
situction be made jointly by the vepurtment, UstA and ©ad head-
parters specifically with reference to sunyestions for utilizution
of the orgenization’s unijue fucilities. It woy Lecome desirable,
For example, to provide buckstoppinugg particularly in grey and
black propavanda efforts, on. il o prior consideration and prepara=
tion woulJ enable prompt wction te be taken when o specific rejuest
arises. The Jepoptment’s views on the possibility of sutting the
Centro in toush with privite sources abrle to provide conpetent
professional auvice on conmunicotions techniues ond organization
(for wihich the Centro would apobol:ly be willing to pay) wour i d
also be aporeciated.

For the Ambassador:

/PO,

Yiron . Yoky
second Secretory
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